
CREATING NEW OPPORTUNITIES 
FOR OKLAHOMA CITY FAMILIES

FOLLOWING COVID-19



Being outdoors and spending time in nature has long been seen as something nice to have – nice but not necessary. We are joining 

others across the nation in “rethinking” just how important the outdoors is to us. We believe it is where we can re-center ourselves 

and our families. It is where we grow stronger and healthier. It is where we rebuild our connections and regain a sense of normalcy. 

RIVERSPORT is built on community and we’ve never needed community like we do now.

We invite you to join us as we “Rethink Outside.”

Outdoors | Nice or Necessary?



In light of all the needs the COVID-19 crisis has created, 

does it matter if families get outside and play 

together?  We think it does. And science backs us up.

The best way to drive recovery - whether in a family, 

an economy or a community – is to restore hope and 

nurture resiliency. 

Engaging in outdoor recreation – riding a bike or going 

kayaking – removes us from the stresses of everyday 

life. Challenging our bodies and breathing in fresh air 

connects us to the present moment. Having pure and 

simple fun restores family bonds. At its deepest level, 

outdoor play can heal emotional wounds. 

We believe in the power of play. The power of the 

outdoors. And the power that comes from community 

and shared experiences.  

Rethink Outside | The Power of Play



Being outdoors matters. It’s always mattered, but never more than now as we’ve found our access limited due to the coronavirus. 

As Oklahoma City families anticipate how our lives will be different going forward, we are eager to get back outdoors and enjoy the 

freedom that comes from being on the water, riding a mountain bike, catching some air or simply “being” outside.

RIVERSPORT has always provided low-to-no cost options for those in need in our community. 

Now, we’re taking it to the next level.

 

Rethink Outside | It Matters More Now



Our goal is to ensure that this summer, 

we can deliver RIVERSPORT experiences at zero cost 

to Oklahoma City families in need



We all need to catch a break. Have some fun. Get outside and let go. 
Many families’ finances are shot. Our futures are uncertain. But the one thing we have is each other.

 
We’re asking you to help make it happen.

Fun faily whitewater rafting photo



We’re inviting you to give OKC families a lift 

by making a donation to our RIVERSPORT Connects campaign

We’ll use your dollars to make sure 

metro area families in need get to enjoy all that RIVERSPORT has to offer 

at $0 cost



RIVERSPORT will provide free passes to families who’ve suffered significant financial impact from the economic downturn. A family 

who’s suffered job loss including all members of their immediate family qualify for free season passes.  We will give away as many free 

‘RIVERSPORT Connects’ passes as donations allow. We can provide one RIVERSPORT Connects 2020 season pass for every 

$100 raised –  a $199 value. 

Who gets free passes?



RIVERSPORT Connects passes will provide families with a 

whole season of active, outdoor family fun which includes 

“socially distanced” versions of...

● RIVERSPORT whitewater rafting and tubing 

● Surf OKC, RIVERSPORT’s new surfing experience
● Flatwater kayaking

● Stand up paddle boarding

● Flatwater rafting

● High speed slides

● Mountain bike skills course and pumptracks

● SandRidge Sky Trail

● RIVERSPORT Youth Zone

Parking is included, so it is truly free for families! 

Note: activities will be determined by the public health 

guidelines in place at any given time.

‘RIVERSPORT Connects’ Season Passes 



How can you help? Every dollar makes a difference. 

And every family can make a difference.

When you buy your 2020 RIVERSPORT Season Pass, 

you’ll also be giving a season pass to a family in 

need. RIVERSPORT sponsor support is making it 

possible to offer these free passes to families who’ve 

suffered financial loss as a result of the current 

situation. It’s all part of our OKC Thrive Outside 

initiative that recognizes the power of outdoor 

recreation to help restore a sense of well-being to 

our families and our community.

You can also make a cash donation of any size to the 

initiative. We’ll pool your dollars with others to 

provide as many passes as possible to metro area 

families.

One Family Helping One Family



We are inviting sponsors to give a gift that gives twice - once 

when you make the pledge, and again when you empower 

individuals in the community to trigger a matching gift with 

their pass purchase. 

When you establish a matching fund, for every regular 

season pass purchased, your support will provide a 

free RIVERSPORT Connects pass to a family in need. 

Your gift will also encourage others in the Oklahoma City  

business community to support this effort which is part of 

our ongoing OKC Thrive Outside initiative. 

Every dollar contributed will be used to provide free season 

passes or, depending on demand, summer camps and 

scholarships for families in need.

Our goal, our commitment, is to provide this opportunity to 

as many families as possible in our community.

Corporate & Foundation Giving



Our OKC Thrive Outside program is part of a national initiative by the Outdoor Foundation to get more kids outside more often. 

Oklahoma City was selected as one of four cities in America to receive this collective impact grant which is lead by RIVERSPORT, but 

involves nonprofit organizations across the city including YMCA of Greater OKC, OKC Parks & Recreation Department, Latino 

Community Development Agency, Oklahoma City Public Schools, Oklahoma City Indian Clinic and others. All Thrive partners will be 

invited to engage their youth and families in this new opportunity for Summer 2020.

OKC Thrive Outside | Collective Impact



Every dollar invested in the RIVERSPORT Connects matching fund also creates collective impact with benefits for your 

organization, OKC Thrive Partners, and families across the metro. 

● Every $100 provides a RIVERSPORT Connects season pass to a family who’s suffered job loss

● Your matching gift will empower others in the community to purchase a pass, knowing it will be matched with a 

free one to a family in need

● OKC Thrive Outside partners such as the YMCA, Latino Community Development Association, OKC Indian Clinic 

and others will be invited to have their client families take advantage of the free passes

● You have the option of offering the free passes to a nonprofit organization of your choice creating additional 

impact for your organization

● At your discretion, you may offer your employees the opportunity to give passes to families they know personally, 

thus extending the good will even further

Your Impact in the Community



All supporters of the RIVERSPORT Connects free season pass program will be recognized in RIVERSPORT’s social media 

campaign and promotions, as well as on riversportokc.org

RIVERSPORT partners may also receive tangible benefits for participation including

● Team building events

● Day or season passes 

● Corporate league teams, scheduled to start back this summer

● Event space for meetings or other gatherings

● All benefits can be used in either 2020 or 2021

Partner Recognition



RIVERSPORT offers a way for people to reconnect with the outdoors 
and regain a sense of hope, resilience and community.

We can’t wait to hear from you!



RIVERSPORT is a proud partner of the Outdoor Foundation and Rethink Outside,
a national initiative grounded in the belief that everyone deserves the opportunity to enjoy time outdoors




