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Aubrey believed in his city, and in the power of the 

Oklahoma River to change lives. He instinctively knew that 

bringing the river to life would bring our city to life, and he 

invested more than a decade of his life in making it happen.  

Today, the impact of his leadership has enhanced tens of 

thousands of lives and reframed the way people around the 

world view Oklahoma City. 

His commitment to this singular effort was apparent as he 

led the Oklahoma City Boathouse Foundation for more than 

a decade.

Aubrey K. McClendon inspired us to do more, to be more than we ever imagined possible. He challenged us to embrace bold and daring 

concepts, to set the standard rather than meet the standard.

In 2001, Oklahoma City reintroduced water into the dry riverbed today known as the Oklahoma River. City leaders knew that a river flowing through 

downtown created unlimited potential for the city. But someone had to ask, “what’s next.”

Aubrey McClendon immediately embraced the bold vision for a world class urban riverfront and spearheaded the formation of the Oklahoma City 

Boathouse Foundation. His unparalleled leadership led to the nearly complete development of the Boathouse District while bringing the Oklahoma 

River to life. Today the Oklahoma River unites the community rather than divides it and serves as a national model for urban riverfront activation.

OKC’s Boathouse District



Within the 10 years since realizing Aubrey’s vision for Oklahoma City’s first iconic boathouse, the Oklahoma River exists as an international 

destination and centerpiece for community pride through numerous world class events, Olympic training, and one-of-a-kind attractions.  The 

Oklahoma City Boathouse Foundation’s rich array of programming led to the swift infusion of an authentic river culture into Oklahoma City, a 

pace that is commonly generational in other communities.  

Innovative youth programming has impacted over 75,000 children in Oklahoma, attracting over 

$3 million in college scholarships to participants.  Adaptive, senior, corporate, collegiate, and 

high performance programs leverage the Oklahoma City Boathouse Foundation’s Oklahoma 

River, Lake Overholser, and Lake Hefner facilities to create powerful intergenerational 

opportunities and set a quality of life standard that would not have been imagined just a decade 

ago.   We are committed to ensuring that this vision and intention for the OKC Boathouse 

Foundation continues.  

Olympic and Paralympic Hopefuls Youth Outreach

Urban High School League Championship under the lights 



The phrase ‘onward and upward’ is familiar to all who knew Aubrey and expresses the momentum being built to ensure his vision 

continues by putting the Oklahoma City Boathouse Foundation on sound financial footing to enable:

• Ongoing development of the Boathouse District as an iconic, world class destination that elevates Oklahoma City on the world stage 

while being a premier place to live and work

• Continuation and expansion of vibrant youth programs that inspire healthy lifestyles and ensure all children – and especially those 

who can’t afford it – have the opportunities that sports such as rowing and kayaking offer

• Unsurpassed guest experiences at one of the world’s premier urban whitewater and adventure attractions and new Oklahoma City 

tourism destination 

• Recognition of the commitment to excellence by supporting America’s top athletes training in Oklahoma City’s Boathouse District with 

world-class training facilities and coaching 

Those of us whose lives have been enriched by Aubrey in so many ways also want to create a lasting tribute by naming the newest facility 

in the Boathouse District the Aubrey K. McClendon Whitewater Center. The facility will house an interactive exhibit and water features that 

honors his life and legacy while inspiring imagination and bold vision, showcasing the miraculous transformation of the Oklahoma River 

from ditch to international destination that occurred under his watch.

Onward & Upward:
A Tribute Campaign

“Paddle Out” Ceremony – March 5, 2016



“Upward” 

• Create an inspiring interactive tribute exhibit and destination attraction within the 

“Aubrey K. McClendon Whitewater Center” with a special christening celebration

• Support the development of a STEM program using the Boathouse District’s moving 

water, mechanical pumps, and human energy to inspire a new generation of 

engineers, geologists and scientists

• Leverage the world class facilities of the Boathouse District to create truly unique 

opportunities for all Oklahoma City Public School middle school students through an 

innovative new rowing, kayaking, and adventure-based curriculum 

• Advance the annual OKC National Whitewater Festival to serve as a recurring 

celebration for the world class facilities and attractions that Aubrey helped inspire

• Plant a memorial grove of trees along RIVERSPORT Drive in the Boathouse District

The $6.0 million of funds raised through the “Onward & Upward” Aubrey McClendon Tribute Campaign will support 

powerful initiatives categorized as follows:

“Onward” 

• Sustain the financial operations of the OKC Boathouse Foundation (a 501(c)3 nonprofit organization) to ensure existing Boathouse District 

facilities and grounds representing $140 million of public/private investment maintain a world class standard that is representative of Aubrey’s 

pride in Oklahoma City

• Allow the Oklahoma City Boathouse Foundation to meet financial obligations, fund operating reserves, and maintain facilities

• Guarantee the continuance of youth outreach and Olympic hopeful programming that have helped define the success of the Oklahoma River 

(funds raised will support the programming for four years)

Aubrey K. McClendon
WHITEWATER CENTER



Annual OKC National Whitewater Festival AKM Memorial Tree Grove“Big Water” Annual Boy Scout Camp Out

Onward & Upward:
A Living Tribute

A U B R E Y  K .  M c C L E N D O N  W H I T E W A T E R  C E N T E R

Interpretive Water FeaturesInteractive Experiences, Exhibit, & Donor Recognition

Interactive exhibits, attractions, and event concepts 

designed to convey the spirit of Aubrey McClendon by 

educating, inspiring, and challenging visitors to dream 

big, experiment, embrace risk, commit to excellence, live 

with exuberance, and give back



Sustaining and protecting Aubrey’s legacy through ongoing activation of bold new endeavors will be an everlasting tribute to a man always 

chasing and challenging the question of “What’s next?  

The Boathouse District is one of a kind in the world because of our one of a kind leader.  Navigating whitewater rapids requires quick 

decision-making, courage, risk taking, and an “all in” enthusiasm for embracing life. 

We can think of no better place to honor Aubrey than in the Aubrey K. McClendon Whitewater Center, and no better way to pay tribute to his 

legacy than to keep his vision alive. 

RIVERSPORT Rapids: The world’s premier urban whitewater venue



All campaign donors will be invited to attend a special celebration for the Aubrey K. McClendon 

Whitewater Center.  The ceremony will incorporate christening of the whitewater center building as 

well as the racing shells that comprise the AKM Fleet with participation from individual boat donors.

For more information or to make your pledge of tax-deductible contribution, please contact Mike 

Knopp, Oklahoma City Boathouse Foundation Executive Director, at 405-412-0766 or 

mknopp@okcbf.org.  Multi-year pledges and gifts of stock are also accepted and greatly 

appreciated.  Checks should be made payable to the Oklahoma City Boathouse Foundation and 

may be sent to 800 RIVERSPORT Drive, Oklahoma City, Oklahoma 73129.  

You may also make your tribute contribution pledge online at http://www.riversportokc.org/tribute/

and learn more about the historic Oklahoma River development and community programming.

Thank you for your support and Onward and Upward!

Please consider a gift today and be part of the team that secures and advances 

the Oklahoma River legacy of Aubrey McClendon.

Contributions of all sizes are encouraged and appreciated, with each contributor permanently 

recognized in font size categories corresponding to the amount of the gift on large donor 

walls adjacent to the future interactive exhibit.  Donors contributing $100,000 or more will 

also be offered a special opportunity to permanently name a racing shell that will be part of 

the “AKM Fleet” supporting the furtherance youth programming on the Oklahoma River.


